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Dates of interest

1742 Aaron York born

1766 Act of parliament passed for the construction of
canal.

1771 Canal declared open.

1774 The Hop Pole built.

1775 Aaron York moves to Stourport.

1775 First bridge across the Severn built linking
Areley Kings to Stourport.

1780 Shakespeare Inn mentioned in rate books.

1797 Aaron York dies.

1818 Savings Bank opens in temporary offices in
York St.

1820 The Lord Nelson, first reference.

1820 Duke of Wellington, first reference.

1820 Population of Stourport 2000.

1825 Toll office built.

1826 Lock side cottage built.

1840 Population of Stourport 3500.

1840 First police station established in New St.
Later to move to York St.

1842 The Foley Arms (beer house) first reference.

1902 Doctors Robinson and Giles buy York
House to use as a surgery.

1922 Dr J. Brockett buys Oakleigh House to convert
into a surgery.

1938 Wallfield Bridge rebuilt.

1972 The police station closes and is moved to
Bewdley Road.

1997 The last pub in York St., The Lord Nelson,
closes.
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Julius Harrison
Composer and Conductor 1885-1963

The son of Walter Harrison he lived for a while at
No. 11 York Street where his father ran a grocery shop.
He was a keen cricketer as well as a musician and
singer. He was organist at Areley Kings church for many
years. A good friend of Edward Elgar he founded the
Elgar Festival at Malvern. His two greatest works were
his "Mass in C" and his "Requiem". His Requiem was
composed to commemorate the centenary of Elgar's
birth and was first performed at the Three Choirs
Festival at Worcester in 1957.
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Unlocking
York Street’s Past

This leaflet has been produced by The Stourport Civic
Society as part of the "Unlocking Stour ports Past"
project funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

The opening of the canal in 1771 was to change the
little hamlet of Lower Mitton for ever. With it came the
need for more housing, stables, pubs and of course
churches to fulfil the spiritual needs of the good folk.
Industries were to spring up not only along the edge of
the basins but ever further into Lower Mitton. Iron
foundries, carpet manufacturers, timber merchants
were soon demanding the delivery of vital supplies. All
these supplies either travelled by barges along the
canal from Wolverhampton or from places like Cardiff
and Bristol by Severn Trows into the basins via the
River Severn.

York Street holds a special place in the development
of the "New Town" since it is here the first house, "York
House", was built and from that building a "street"
emerged and from that street a town was born to be
known as "STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN" .

For further information on Stourport's history
the following books are recommended:

Stourport Pubs a Search for their History
By John Cook

Images of England: Stourport-on-Severn
By Anna Catrter.

George Nicholson Printer at Stourport
By Audrey Cooper.

DVD: Stourport-on-Severn A Georgian Canal Town
By Albert Mogg.

These books and DVD are available from the
Stourport-on-Severn, Civic Society.
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York House

www.unlocking-stourports-past.co.uk



